
NINE SOCIAL JUSTICE PRINCIPLES OF THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

The social justice teachings of the Catholic Church are rooted in biblical 
principles and expounded most particularly in the encyclicals of the 

modern popes beginning with Leo XIII (1878-1903), continuing with Pius 

XI (1922-1939), John XXIII (1958-1963), Paul VI (1963-1978), John Paul 
II (1978-2005), Benedict XVI (2005-2013) and through to Pope Francis 

(2013- ). The social doctrine of the Catholic Church developed in 
response to the rapidly changing economic conditions brought about 

during the last two hundred years by the advent of capitalism, 

communism and socialism. The Catholic Church does not appear to 
advocate, per se, any definite political-economic order (see, however, 

CCC 2425), but instead offers moral guidance in the form of doctrinal 
principles for the purpose of establishing a just economy. 

 

The Principles: 

1. The Dignity of the Human Person and the Sanctity of Human 

Life. (We are all created in the image and likeness of God) 

2.The Universal Destination of Goods (God intends all people to 

share in the goods of the world) 

3. The Principle of the Common Good (The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church states that “the human person needs to live in 
society) 

4. The Priority of Labor Over Capital (People before profit) 

5. .Preferential Option for the Poor (Catechism of the Catholic 

Church the phrase is slightly modified and defined as follows: 
“Hence, those who are pressed by poverty are the object of a 

preferential love on the part of the Church) 

6. The Principle of Subsidiarity (“is an organizing principle that matters 
ought to be handled by the smallest, lowest or least centralized competent 



authority. Political decisions should be taken at a local level if possible, rather 
than by a central authority.” ) 

7. The Principle of Commutative Justice (justice requires a fair 

exchange of goods or services between contracting parties.) 

8. The Principle of Solidarity (This principle recognizes the fact 

that we are all related to each other as children of God.) 

9. . The Duty to Care for the Environment/Planet (Pope Francis 

spells out the duties and obligations of the human family to care 

for the planet in an environmentally sound way.) 

 

Hopefully, the enumeration of these nine principles provides a framework with 
which to better understand the Catholic Church’s vision of social justice for the 
world (especially, as in this note, with respect to the formation of a just economy).  

 
 


